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Abstract: The Sudbury Legion Records, 1940-1965 (bulk 1940-1947), 1.75 linear ft., consists
largely of record information cards and correspondence from Sudbury service members during
World War Il to Forrest Dean Bradshaw, collected in his capacity as a committee member of the
local arm of the American Legion. The records also contain original copies of the Sudbury Legion
News Letter, which were sent to those same service members. It was published between March
1944 through October 1945. There are also return-to-sender newsletter mailings within the
records.

Acquisition Information: The collection was donated to the Sudbury Historical Society in 1975
by Forrest Dean Bradshaw.

Historical Note: The American Legion was chartered by the United States Congress in 1919 as a
patriotic veteran organization. The Legion evolved from groups of World War | veterans into an
active and influential nonprofit organization, advocating for the welfare and rights of veterans,
providing scholarships and other funding to communities and organizations across the country.

Sudbury Legion Post 191, the local branch of the American Legion of Massachusetts, was
chartered on September 3, 1919, and has been in continual operation ever since. Originally
located at 415 Boston Post Road in Sudbury, the current headquarters is 676 Boston Post Road.

During World War Il, one of the activities of the Sudbury Legion was the creation and
distribution of the Sudbury Legion News Letter. This monthly publication was sent to service
members with ties to Sudbury and was published between March 1944 and October 1945. The
committee that produced the newsletter was composed of Roland Hurlbut Eaton, Forrest Dean
Bradshaw, and Vivian Albert Fletcher. The issues contained news sent from service members, as
well as local news updates.

Scope Note: There are 375 pieces of correspondence, including letters, postcards, holiday
cards, and victory mail. These letters offer insight into the experiences of local Sudbury
residents serving both domestically and abroad during World War 1l, and the news that Forrest
Dean Bradshaw received in these letters was often used as content for the Sudbury Legion
News Letter, which was sent to all service members with Sudbury connections. Some of the
correspondence (40 letters) that Bradshaw received was in the form of “victory mail.” Officially
titled the “Army Micro Photographic Mail System,” victory mail, often shortened to “v-mail,”
was a system of condensing mail size employed during the war to reduce the space needed to
transport the volume of mail being sent to and from service members overseas. Some
correspondence contained ephemera such as newspaper clippings, photographs, Christmas and
Easter cards, and unused postcards.



Given Bradshaw’s extensive personal, political, and professional involvement with Sudbury,
including owning the Bradshaw General Store for forty-one years, as well as serving as
Postmaster for over two decades and Town Clerk from 1946 to 1954, he was known to many of
the service members with whom he corresponded. The letters often reflect this level of
personal acquaintance, and were occasionally also addressed to Bradshaw’s wife, Katherine
“Kay” Robertson Rogers, or the entire Bradshaw family. For instance, correspondence from
Philip Cutler (1940-1947), Nancy Fairbank (1944-1945), Paul Whitney Rhoades (1944-1945),
Rodney Duane (1962-1965), Curtis F. Garfield (1960-1962), and Clifford Nelson (1964) appear
more personal in nature.

There are also information cards of 248 service members with addresses and biographic
updates. Many individuals have multiple records, totaling 722 items. Most of these records are
handwritten or typed on small cards, though there are also several on more official “Service
Men and Women Record” forms. There are also 39 return-to-sender newsletter mailings within
unopened envelopes.

There are 16 original copies of each edition of the Sudbury Legion News Letter, which was
published between March 1944 through October 1945. There were no newsletters in August
1944, February 1945, or September 1945. There were two separate April 1945 editions.

Collection Arrangement
Series |: Sudbury Service Member Information Cards, 1943-1945, arranged in
alphabetically
Series Il: Correspondence, 1940-1965, arranged alphabetically, then chronologically
Series lll: Sudbury Legion News Letter Mailings, 1944-1945, arranged in alphabetically
Series IV: Sudbury Legion News Letters, 1944-1945, arranged chronologically
Note: Series | is contained in Box 1. Series II-1V is contained in Box 2.

Collection Content
Series |: Sudbury Service Member Information Cards, 1943-1945
This series contains 722 items containing the addresses and biographic information of 248
Sudbury service members serving in World War Il. This information was collected by Forrest
Dean Bradshaw for the Sudbury Legion to send the Sudbury Legion News Letter to the

service members. See content list appendix.

Box #
1 Information Cards - A-W
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Series Il: Correspondence, 1940-1965

This series contains 375 pieces of correspondence, primarily from service members and
addressed to Forrest Dean Bradshaw in his capacity as the committee member of the
Sudbury Legion responsible for the circulation of the Sudbury Legion News Letter. See
content list appendix.

Box # Folder #
2 1 Correspondence — A
2 2 Correspondence — B
2 3 Correspondence — C
2 4 Correspondence — Cutler, Philip
2 5 Correspondence — D
2 6 Correspondence — E
2 7 Correspondence — F
2 8 Correspondence — G
2 9 Correspondence — H
2 10 Correspondence —J
2 11 Correspondence — K
2 12 Correspondence — L
2 13 Correspondence — M
2 14 Correspondence — Mc
2 15 Correspondence — N
2 16 Correspondence — O
2 17 Correspondence — P
2 18 Correspondence — Q
2 19 Correspondence — R
2 20 Correspondence — S
2 21 Correspondence — T
2 22 Correspondence - W
2 23 Correspondence — Unidentified

Series lll: Sudbury Legion News Letter Mailings, 1944-1945
This series contains 39 mailings to service members of the Sudbury Legion News Letters that
were either undeliverable or addressed, but unsent. See content list appendix.

Box # Folder #
2 24 Sudbury Legion News Letter Mailings - B-H
2 25 Sudbury Legion News Letter Mailings - K-W
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Series IV: Sudbury Legion News Letters, 1944-1945

This series contains 16 original copies of the Sudbury Legion News Letter. The newsletter was
published between March 1944 through October 1945 and contains news sent home from
service members as well as local Sudbury news, including marriages, deaths, school updates,
and town business. There were no newsletters in August 1944, February 1945, or September
1945. There were two separate April 1945 editions. See content list appendix.

Box # Folder #
2 26 Sudbury Legion News Letter —nos. 1-16

Content List Appendix

Series |: Sudbury Service Members Information Cards, 1943-1945

Box 1

Albertson, Harold E.
Alexander, Adolph (6)
Alexander, Algy (5)
Atherton, Harold E.
Atkinson, Robert David (4)
B., Helen

Baldwin, Earl W.

Barrett, Edmund
Bartlett, James

Bartlett, John P. (2)
Bartlett, Mary P. (2)
Bartlett, Milton D.
Bartlett, Parker M. (2)
Bastinelli, Anthony Jr. (3)
Bastinelli, Frank
Batchelder, Emma Marie
Batchelder, John Macaulay (7)
Bennett, Harrison L. (4)
Bennett, Ralph J. (2)
Benson, Roy (2)

Bentley, David H. (7)
Beus, R.

Blease, Edwin J. (3)
Bonazzoli, Alfred F. (4)
Bouchet, Johnny

Bowry, Allan G. (4)
Bowry, Donald W. (3)
Bradshaw, Alvin L.
Brown, Herman P. Jr.
Brown, G. E.

Brun, Herman Jr.
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Burland, Carlyle G. (5)
Burns, William A. (5)
Burr, Kenneth G. (7)
Buxton, David (2)
Byrnes, James A. (2)
Chamberlain, Chesley L.
Chamberlain, Frederick L. (2)
Conroy, Donald (2)
Cookson, Edward
Currier, George E.

Dahill, William J. (3)
Danforth, Marshall S. (2)
Davison, William E. (5)
Davisson, John E. (2)
Day, Arthur J. (3)
Delancey, Robert Clyde (5)
Dellaway, Warren C.
Devoll, James L. (3)
Dickey, Matthew B. (8)
Dillaway, C. Warren, Jr. (3)
Dunsford, Reuben Jr. (7)
Eaton, Ralph, Hurlbut (2)
Edgerly, Stuart Jr. (5)
Edgerly, Willam S. (3)
Edwards, Stanley A. (6)
Elder, Sherwood W. (5)
Ellms, Carlton W. Jr. (5)
Elser, Kenneth H. (4)
Elwell, Allan D. (7)
Evans, Lawrence W. (6)
Evans, William D. (2)



Fairbank, Nancy (3)
Fairbank, Winthrop (6)
Farmer, Paul (2)
Farrell, James P. (2)
Farrell, Jeremiah D. (2)
Fay, Arthur E. Jr. (5)
Fischer, Charles H.
Floridia, Salvatore (2)
Flynn, Ernest H. (2)
Forsyth, Lloyd A. (3)
Franklin, John Shade (6)
Frost, Josiah F. (2)
Frost, Robert W. (7)
Gagne, Milton P. (2)
Gallipeau, Earl (3)
Gamuti, Salvatore (2)
Garfield, William (4)
Gaughan, John (4)
Giddings, Richard E. (5)
Gladhill, William (2)
Gleason, Edmund Hall (5)
Gleason, Henry B.
Gohlke, Richard T. (6)
Goodnow, Charles F. 4)
Griffin, Walter M. (6)
Griffin, William M. (6)
Hall, Edith May (3)
Hall, Warren S. (4)

Hall, William L. (3)
Hannafin, R. Emmett
Hartwell, Paul Robert (6)
Haslam, Joseph H. (3)
Hawes, Richard R. (2)
Haynes, Arthur S. (6)
Hill, Clark B. (2)
Hilliard, Walter D. (2)
Hooper, Robert G. (2)
Hough, Louis (2)
Hubbard, Gardner W. (8)
Huff, Lewis H.

Hunter, Robert D. (5)
Hunter, W. Gordon (3)
Johns, Richard O. Jr. (4)
Johnson, John Evie (4)
Johnson, N. Eddie
Keegan, Francis (3)
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Kendall, Elmer H. (4)
Kendall, Eugene W. (3)
Kendall, Harry (3)
Kendall, John L.

Kendall, William P. (3)
Keneley, George (2)

King, Donald (2)
Kittredge, Harold E. (2)
Krager, Allen

Krause, Daniel (4)
Labaree, John Alfred (2)
Labaree, William H. (2)
Lamburn, Harold George (5)
Lawrence, Harry J. (2)
Leighton, Ira William (4)
Liebman, Charles (4)
Liebman, David (6)
Liebman, Paul

Liebman, William H.F.
Lintchell, William

Little, Ernest L. Jr.

Lupien, George A.
MacArthur, G.
MacArthur, Harold
MacMurtry, Harold
MacPherson, Clarence (2)
Maglione, Louis (5)
Mailly, George F. (2)
Maker, Edward H. (4)
Maker, Richard A.
Martin, John R. (2)
McCuddy, Frederick W. (3)
McDonald, Francis C. (2)
McGoldrick, Hugh Michael
McLean, Donald G. (2)
McMurtry, Harold E. (2)
McSweeney, Ellen A. (2)
Mercuri, George (4)
Mercuri, James (3)
Mercuri, John (4)

Miller, Robert F. (5)
Miller, William H. (6)
Moody, Warren L. (4)
Moore, Alvin L. (4)
Morrison, Frederick Holt (6)
Morrison, Thomas E.



Morrison, William D. (6)
Movius, Hallam L. (5)
Mullins, John D.
Murdoch, Harold
Murphy, John E. (3)
Nelson, Clifford A. (5)
Nelson, Ethel Marie (4)
Noyes, Harland Hobart (8)
Oliver, Basil (2)

Phelps, Robert (5)
Phelps, Walter E. (4)
Phippard, Stanley E. (4)
Piacitelli, Alexander
Powers, James H.

Priest, Doris E. (3)

Priest, Helen B.

Priest, Irving A. (3)
Quinn, Leo T. (2)

Quinn, Mary E. (3)
Ramstrom, Anna C. (4)
Ramstrom, Kenneth W. (4)
Richardson, Irving Jr. (4)
Richardson, Lucretia Brigham (4)
Richardson, Philip E. (5)
Roberts, Alden V. (3)
Roberts, Daniel B.
Rogers, Wyman P.

Ross, Robert C. (2)
Schofield, Bernard
Sharkey, Augustus M. (5)
Sharkey, George Robert (4)
Sharkey, John William (3)
Sherman, Edward A. (3)
Sirvil, Edward S. (2)

Skog, Malcus (5)

Smale, Robert A. (2)
Smith, Calvin B. (3)
Smith, Donald R.

Smith, Lester M. (4)
Smith, Ray C. (3)
Spencer, Lynn D.
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Spiller, Albert F. (5)
Spiller, Wilfred A. (5)
Spiller, William C.
Spring, Russell M. (3)
Staal, Alfred F. (2)
Sterns, Edmund W.
Stone, Chester (2)
Stone, Donald S. (6)
Stone, Frank (2)

Stone, Frederick R. (3)
Stone, Ralph W. Jr. (2)
Stone, Robert

Sullivan, Charles
Sullivan, J. W.

Taylor, Jason G. (3)
Taylor, Emma M. (2)
Thomas, Arthur

Tighe, Lawrence W. (4)
Titus, William A.
Tucker, Harold (4)
Tucker, Lawrence S. (6)
Tucker, William

Tulis, Edwin (5)
Twitchell, Rodney A. (3)
Twitchell, William H. (3)
Vemilyea, Ralph

Very, Hale (2)

Ward, Prescott (6)
Way, Jane (4)

Way, Joseph Bradley Jr. (4)
Webster, Henry E. Jr. (3)
Webster, Phyllis (3)
Whitten, Norman (3)
Whitworth, Charles W. (8)
Williams, Milton
Wilson, William H. (3)
Winship, Thomas (4)
Wolbach, John G. (4)
Wolfe, R. Gordon
Wood, Gerry

Wood, Jerald E. (2)



Series Il: Correspondence, 1940-1965

Box 2 Folder 1

Correspondence - A

Alexander, Algy (2)
03/12/1944, 08/04/1944

Atkinson, R. D.
04/30/1945

Box 2 Folder 2 Correspondence - B
Baldwin, Earle 05/18/1945
05/13/1944 Bentley, David H.
Bartlett, Mary P. 03/04/1944
07/24/1944 Blease, Edwin J. (2)
Batchelder, Emma Marie 08/28/1943, 12/3/1944
12/01/1944 Bonazzoli, Alfred (5)
Batchelder, John 08/30/1944 - 06/21/1945
03/03/1944
Bennett, Harry Burns, William A. (9)
04/01/1944 12/08/1942 - 05/15/1945

Benson, George
12/05/1944
Benson, Roy

Box 2 Folder 3

Burr, Ken S.
04/24/1945

Buxton, David
10/13/1944

Correspondence - C

Cain, David (4)

04/22/1944 - 11/28/1944
Carpenter, Ace (2)

09/04/1944, 12/08/1944
Carpenter, Thomas (5)

03/02/1944 - 10/24/1944
Cash, Bill (2)

07/13/1945, 07/25/1945
Chamberlain, Frederick (3)

03/27/1944 - 06/18/1945

Box 2 Folder 4

Conroy, Bernard (4)
n.d. - 08/10/1944
Cookson, Edward
09/26/1944
Cox, Ellery (5)
01/04/1944 - 04/27/1945
Currier, Kay and George
02/07/1945

Correspondence — Cutler, Philip

Cutler, Philip (36)
09/26/1940 - 03/25/1947

Box 2 Folder 5 Correspondence - D
Dahill, William J. Delancey, Robert C.
04/03/1944 05/01/1944
Davison, John E. Dillaway, C. Warren (2)
07/17/1944 07/28/1944, 09/20/1944

Davison, William E. (8)
1/31/1944 - 03/03/1945
Davison, William Z.
11/16/1944
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Duane, Rodney (8)
1/15/1962 - 04/16/1965



Box 2 Folder 6

Correspondence - E

Eaton, Ralph Hurlbut (2)
05/26/1944, 08/??/1944
Edwards, Stanley A. (3)
04/25/1944, 04/16/1945
Elder, Sherwood W. (2)
11/30/1944, 04/19/1945
Elser, Kenneth H. (8)
n.d. - 09/26/1945

Box 2 Folder 7

Evans, Agnes
n.d.
Evans, Jean
n.d.
Evans, Lawrence
03/07/1945
Evans, William S. (2)
n.d., 03/21/1944

Correspondence - F

Fairbank, Nancy (9)

n.d. - 07/26/1945
Fairbank, Winthrop (2)

03/21/1944, 11/11/1944
Fay, Arthur E. Jr. (2)

10/16/1944, 02/06/1945

Box 2 Folder 8

Franklin, John Shade (3)
04/24/1944 - 01/06/1945
Frost, Robert W.
05/20/1944

Correspondence — G

Garfield, Curtis F. (2)

12/17/1960, 01/24/1962
Gaughan, John (10)

02/09/1945 - 03/22/1946
Gleason, Edmund Hall

Gleason, Henry B.
11/03/1944

Gohlke, Richard T. (2)
n.d., 03/05/1944

Goodnow, Edward (2)

08/02/1944 07/11/1944, 03/09/1945
Box 2 Folder 9 Correspondence — H
Hall, Edith May Hooper, Robert G.

03/16/1944 07/16/1945
Hall, William L. Hunt, Robert (2)

06/16/1945 07/24/1944, 04/12/1944
Hartwell, Florence Hunter, Marjorie

12/05/1944 01/17/1945
Hartwell, Evelyn B. Hunter, Walter Gordon

n.d. 05/10/1944
Hartwell, Paul Robert (3) Hunter, William G.

03/14/1944, 07/18/1945 10/08/1944

Box 2 Folder 10

Correspondence -J

Johns, Richard O. Jr.
02/06/1945

Johnson, John Evie (3)
05/04/1944 - 07/31/1944
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Johnson, N. Eddie (7)
03/06/1944 - 04/18/1945



Box 2 Folder 11

Correspondence - K

Keegan, F. E.

05/28/1944
Kendall, Eugene (3)

02/19/194? - 05/30/1944
Kendall, John L. (8)

04/11/1944 - 01/23/1945
Kendall, Margaret A. (4)

n.d., 03/28/1944 - 11/08/1944

Box 2 Folder 12

Krause, Daniel
03/07/1943

Correspondence - L

Labaree, John Alfred (6)
11/23/19? - 6/17/1945
Lemire, Leon (3)

Liebman, David 1. (2)
3/23/1945, 03/24/1945
Little, Elizabeth Hall

n.d.-12/05/1944 1/1/1945
Liddings, Richard Little, Ernest L. Jr.

6(?)/19/1944 5/28/1944

Lupien, George
04/16/1944

Box 2 Folder 13 Correspondence - M
Maglione, Louis

04/01/1944 Miller, William H. (9)
Mailly, George 03/06/1944 - 6/27/1945

08/11/1944 Morrison, Frederick H. (2)

Martin, John R. (2)

08/11/1944, 07/21/1945
May, Jane (2)

12/17/1943, 03/02/1944
Mercuri, John

07/08/1944
Miller, Robert (7)

12/08/1942 - 08/21/1944

03/12/1944, 05/27/1945
Morrison, Mabel

n.d.
Mullins, John D.

05/09/1944
Murphy, John (2)

n.d., 06/16/1944

Box 2 Folder 14 Correspondence — Mc/Mac
McDonald, Francis McSweeney, Ellen A. (3)

07/05/1945 03/06/1944 - 06/10/1945
Box 2 Folder 15 Correspondence — N

Nelson, Clifford (3)

11/09/1944 - 11/30/1964
Nelson, Ethel Marie

03/19/1944

Nies, Mrs. Leo A.
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03/20/1944

Norman, Jane May
12/09/1944

Noyes, Harland Hobart (9)
03/11/1944 - 06/16/1945



Box 2 Folder 16 Correspondence - O
O'Brien, May Oliver, Nan and Cy

04/21/1944 12/10/1955
Box 2 Folder 17 Correspondence - P
Penn, Mr. and Mrs. Al Powers, Anne Campbell

12/12/1943 06/25/1945
Phelps, J. Gaughan Powers, James H.

02/04/1946 06/25/1945, 2/27/1945
Phelps, Walter E. (10) Priest, Helen

04/12/1945 - 02/05/1946 09/21/1952
Phippard, Stanley.E. Priest, Irving A. (2)

03/29/1944 06/04/1944, 10/04/1944
Piacitelli, Alexander

05/05/1944
Box 2 Folder 18 Correspondence - Q
Quinn, Leo T. Quinn, Mary E.

05/16/1944 04/26/1945
Box 2 Folder 19 Correspondence - R
Rhoades, Paul Whitney (3) Roberts, Daniel B.

10/18/1944 - 02/15/1945 10/25/1944
Richardson, Irving (5) Rogers, Wy P.

04/08/1944 - 01/01/1946 04/10/1944
Richardson, Lucretia Brigham Ross, Robert (2)

03/05/1944 11/03/1944, 07/07/1945
Roberts, Alden V.

06/02/1945
Box 2 Folder 20 Correspondence - S

Sharkey, Augustus M. (3)
03/11/1944 - 06/13/1945
Sharkey, Mrs.
n.d.
Skog, Malcas (3)
01/31/1943 - 02/02/1945
Smale, Robert A.
07/22/1945
Smith, Calvin B.
11/01/1942
Smith, Ray C.
10/04/1944

Spiller, Albert F.
n.d.
Spiller, Wilfred A. (3)
04/18/1944 - 11/20/1944
Spiller, William C.
07/29/1945
Staal, Alfred (2)
n.d., 07/15/1944
Stone, Donald S.
01/17/1945
Stuart,
n.d.
Sullivan, J. W. (3)
04/22/1944 - 11/16/1944
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Box 2 Folder 21 Correspondence - T

Thomas, Arthur (2) 10/13/1944
04/20/1944 - 01/30/1945 Tulis, Edwin J. (8)

Tighe, Brad P. 04/07/1944 - 07/12/1945
10/07/1949 Twitchell, William H. (3)

12/11/1944 - 08/02/1945
Tucker, Lawrence S.

Box 2 Folder 22 Correspondence - W
Ward, Prescott (12) Whitworth, Charles W. (6)
04/02/1943 - 05/12/1945 04/10/1945 - 03/25/1945
Wentworth, L. Robert Wilson, William
02/19/1945 11/14/1944
Whitten, Norman Woods, Marion
08/24/1944 05/15/1944
Box 2 Folder 23 Correspondence - Unidentified
Unidentified

n.d., 11/12/1940, 08/12/1945

Series lll: Sudbury Legion News Letter Mailing, 1944-1945

Box 2 Folder 24 Sudbury Legion News Letter Mailing - B-H
Baldwin, Earl W. (09/?/1947) Currier, George E. (10/1945)

Bastinelli, Anthony Jr. (06/12/1945) Cutler, Philip (10/1945)

Batchelder, John Macaulay (10/1945) Dunsford, Reuben (02/28/1944)

Bennett, Harrison (09/09/1944) Edwards, Stanley A. (10/09/1944)

Blease, Edwin J. (09/?/197?7?) Elser, Kenneth H. (06/07/1944)

Bowry, Allan G. (10/09/1944) Elwell, Allan D. (09//09/1944)

Burns, Bill (12/30/1944) Haynes, Edward (07/30/1945)

Byrun, James (09/09/1944) Hunter, Robert D. (09/09/1944)

Cookson, Edward W. (12/28/1944-04/10/1945)

Box 2 Folder 25 Sudbury Legion News Letter Mailing - K-W
Keegan, Francis (05/06/1944 - 06/??/1944) Spiller, Albert F. (n.d.)

Lucker, Laurence (06/03/1945) Stone, Chester (06/03/1945)

Maglione, Louis (05/06/1944) Stone, Donald (09/09/1944)

Mercuri, George (n.d., 07/28/1944) Stone, Frederick R. (04/16/1945)

Mercuri, John (n.d., 01/30/1945) Sullivan, J.W. (09/09/1944)

Morrison, William (07/24/1944) Tucker, Harold (09/09/1944)

Quinn, Leo T. (07/24/1944) Tucker, Lawrence (05/14/1945)

Smith, Ray C. Jr. (11/22/1944, 12/05/1944) Whitten, Norman (03/20/1945)
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Series IV: Sudbury Legion News Letters, 1944-1945

Box 2 Folder 26 Sudbury Legion News Letters
No.1 March 1944 No.9 January 1945

No.2 April 1944 No. 10 March 1945

No.3 May 1944 No. 11 April 1945

No.4 June 1944 No. 12 April 1945

No.5 July 1944 No. 13 May-June 1945
No.6 September 1944 No. 14 July 1945

No.7 October 1944 No. 15 August 1945

No.8 November-December 1944 No. 16 October 1945
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